
Center investigators published 140 journal articles in the past year (increase of 21% over last 
year).  These include articles by core investigators, as well as by affiliate investigators (articles by 
the latter are related to Center projects only).  In addition, our staff made 53 conference 
presentations (either regional, national, or international).   
 
Many published articles by Center staff received significant publicity in the press this past year, 
including findings on: 
• Quality of care for VA patients compared with non-VA patients 
• Patient involvement in surgical treatment decisions for breast cancer 
• Women’s overestimation of breast cancer risk 
• The effect of chronic pain on diabetes patients’ self-management 
• Relationship between knowledge of recent HbA1c values and diabetes care understanding 

and self-management 
• The role of patient-physician trust on moderating medication non-adherence 
• Cost-related medication under-use among chronically ill adults 
• The relationship between net worth and end-of-life symptoms 
• The relationship between financial resources and subjective well-being after the onset of a 

disability 
• The (non-)relationship between health and happiness 
• Diagnosis and treatment of mixed dementia 
• An intervention to reduce the length of use of urinary catheters 
 
Rod Hayward won the VA Undersecretary’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health 
Services Research, presented at the 2005 HSR&D National Meeting (February 16-18, 2005, 
Baltimore, MD). 
 
Angela Fagerlin received the “Best Paper by a Young Investigator” award at this year’s annual 
meeting of the Society for Medical Decision Making (October 21-24, 2005, San Francisco) for her 
paper, “Enough:  the failure of the living will.”   
 
Maria Silveria received the Award for Young Investigators from the American Academy of 
Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine for her abstract, “Caring for the dying in primary care:  Is 
‘cradle to grave’ and empty promise?” 
 
 

http://www.va.gov/annarbor-hsrd

